CONCLUSION

for their lighter hands and strokes of genius. In estimat-
ing their relative merits Lord Curzon placed Warren
Hastings and Dalhousie first, and then Wellesley, Bentinck
and Canning; and he recalled that for a quarter of a
century, from 1884 to 1910, seven successive Viceroys were
Etonians.

None of the long line failed in integrity, and few in
ability. According to the standards of their times they
can compare advantageously with the great proconsuls of
the Roman, Russian or Chinese Empires. In the words of
Prince Bismarck., a not unfriendly critic, "Were the
British Empire to disappear, its work in India would
remain one of its most lasting monuments." For ninety
years, except for border engagements, no battle was fought
on Indian soil; and it is worthy of remark that (hiring a
period of 173 years, from 1774, when Warren Hastings took
office, until 1947, when Lord Mountbatten resigned it, out
of thirty-two British Governor-Generals, autocrats ap-
pointed arbitrarily from the other side of the world to
rule an alien and largely illiterate population, only one
has been assassinated; while in exactly the same space of
time and from exactly the same number of Presidents of
the United States of America, freely elected by their own
civilised compatriots, three have fallen by that fate. The
"Lord Sahib" was regarded by rajah and ryot alike as
the Father of his people; he filled a station as exalted
as that of a king and as powerful m that of a dictator: to
a quarter of the world's population he was a remote and
venerated god. Yet it may safely be claimed that the
British rulers of India have never failed to protect and
promote the interests aad well-being of the many hundreds
of millions committed to their charge, and by so doing to
enhance their own prestige and that of the country which
gave them birth.
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